
Lincoln Chamber City Council Questionnaire

1. The City is a large and complex organization; tell us about your experience and how it has
prepared you to successfully oversee city operations.

2. Lincoln is a growing and vibrant community with citizens engaged in varied interests and
pursuits; how will you bring disparate groups together to build consensus? How will you
set a standard for civility?

3. The Citizen’s Transportation Coalition recommended and voters approved an increase in the
local option sales tax to help finance Lincoln’s streets infrastructure needs. Are you
supportive of the quarter-cent sales tax and Advisory Committee on Transportation?

Sandra Washington

1. The City is a large and complex organization; tell us about your 
experience and how it has prepared you to successfully oversee city 
operations. 

Over 35 years, I’ve worked in State, Federal and local government, as well 
as voluntary service on non-profit boards in a variety of disciplines and 
leadership roles. In each of these capacities, I’ve learned to look at issues 
from multiple perspectives, and understand the importance of collaboration 
in resolving our greatest challenges. My training in natural resources, 
planning, and environmental decision-making give me the skills to analyze 
impacts and benefits, the experience to reach compromise and make sound, 
fair decisions. 

2. Lincoln is a growing and vibrant community with citizens engaged 
in varied interests and pursuits; how will you bring disparate groups 
together to build consensus? How will you set a standard for civility?

In order to build consensus, there needs to be a recognition of each person’s value, worth and dignity, and a 
healthy respect for the perspectives we all bring to the table. Those same tenets are also the basis of civility.  
As leaders in business, education, community organizations, and in government, we each have responsibility to 
foster an attitude that welcomes dialogue and a willingness to work together. I promise to listen with an open 
mind, to engage with a sincere curiosity to understand and to the best of my ability, be respectful.  

3. The Citizen’s Transportation Coalition recommended and voters approved an increase in the local 
option sales tax to help finance Lincoln’s streets infrastructure needs. Are you supportive of the 
quarter-cent sales tax and Advisory Committee on Transportation?

Yes; I am completely on board with the ¼ cent sales tax that has brought much needed dollars for street repairs 
and construction, and I am grateful for the detailed work of the Advisory Committee on Transportation. Each 
of the members have been exceedingly generous of their time and expertise, and Lincoln is in a much better 
place moving forward with their guidance.  All of us benefit from good streets. 

4. What strategies would you pursue to keep the city affordable to live in?

One of the keys to affordability is providing for smart sustainable growth by managing the growth at the edges, 
encouraging redevelopment of areas within Lincoln, and improving our city’s resiliency to climate change.  
It means taking care of infrastructure (streets, utilities, broadband) and investing in public projects so that 
Lincoln remains attractive to existing and new businesses. The horizon on which I position affordability is the 
next 25-30 years, so that we set Lincoln up to thrive well into the future. 



5. Lincoln is expected to receive additional revenue from casino gambling revenue. What should the 
City of Lincoln do with the additional revenues?

Obviously, the revenue from casino gambling could make a significant contribution to city’s budget. After 
analyzing the impact of casino gambling on keno revenue, I’d use these funds to backfill behind any reduction 
in Keno funds which contribute so much to youth services, mental health programs, and the great social safety 
net provided by many local non-profits. Beyond that, I’d look to invest casino revenue in programs and projects 
that will provide lasting benefit to Lincoln, like emergency mental health response, parks, trails and libraries.    

6. What do you see as the City’s role in retaining incumbent businesses and attracting new 
businesses and employees?

I believe the City’s role in retaining and attracting businesses is to provide the necessary infrastructure on 
which to build a strong and resilient economy, and to set the climate and tone of the business ecosystem, 
specifically in the areas of workforce development, quality housing at every price point, affordable childcare 
and quality-of-life amenities that make Lincoln vibrant.   

7. What will you do to drive innovation in the Lincoln community?

Innovation is driven by creative minds working together to solve problems. I’d continue to support existing 
partnerships that support new entrepreneurs and start-ups, as well as convene new alliance networks between 
multiple sectors and get out of the way.


